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to try once again and definitely for a Right coalition. After two
days' negotiation he got the consent of his committee for the
attempt on the basis of a "programme" drawn up by that body.
After three days' more negotiation Marx succeeded in getting
an agreed points "programme" endorsed by the Centrum, the
Bavarians,  the Populists, the  Democrats,  and  the Economic
party. In this the very small amount of legislation suggested
was purely administrative except, to some extent, an education
bill; all that mattered in it was the demand on the Nationalists
for an unconditional pledge to maintain the Stresemann policy
and  to defend the republican constitution. Meantime, in the
Nationalist executive, the anti-republicans had again  got the
upper hand, and they secured a refusal to give a pledge, but
permitted an offer to make continuance of a recognition implied
in joining the cabinet dependent  on  results. The Democrats
thereupon  withdrew  their   support,  and   another  breakdown
seemed imminent.  It was now that the President intervened
finally, and the Nationalist executive gladly bowed to his influence,
despite the frantic protests of the intransigents. That was on
January 27, Then came the real business, the distribution of
offices, an unseemly bargaining in which the Nationalists had to
abate their demands for five and content themselves with four
ministries. That arranged, the committees selected the ministers.
The moment the lists were out, the Centrum executive protested
against the inclusion in the Nationalist list of a gentleman whom
they called a Fascist. Marx submitted the list to the President
with the obnoxious gentleman's name not in it. There was
instantly a burst of furious protest from the Nationalists, whose
executive only saved themselves by leaving the decision to the
President, and asking him to choose another. The President left
the choice to the chancellor, and finally on February I the list
was complete.

Now in all these negotiations there is not a word of a true
coalition, or of a creative legislative programme, not a word of
consulting the party, not a hint of asking the opinion of the
electorate. Apart from the undignified scramble for seats, there
was fundamentally nothing at issue except the one point of